The Gladys Porter Zoo, located in Brownsville, Texas,* is seeking a full-time, experienced senior aquarist who is interested in playing a lead role in the construction and maintenance of a small aquarium featuring South Texas salt and freshwater aquatic systems and their inhabitants.  This is a hands-on position that involves planning, designing and building systems from the ground-up, as well as stocking, maintaining and repairing them.  The ideal candidate will be a self-starter and a team player, have experience working with a diverse group of aquatic life, including invertebrates and fishes and must have good exhibitory skills. Excellent observational skills with an ability to detect animal illness/injury are a must. 
Responsibilities
· Assist in planning, design, construction and upkeep of aquatic exhibits and life support systems

· Actively participate in the acquisition and transport of animals

· Provide daily care to aquatic specimens
· Interact with public 

Minimum qualifications for this position are a GED/HS diploma, three years of experience working with Aquatic Life Support Systems, and five years experience caring for aquatic life.  Candidates must be willing to work weekends and holidays. Physical requirements for the job include ability to stand and walk for up to six hours a day, ability to climb ladders, ability to lift 75 pounds, and ability to work in adverse weather conditions, including extreme heat. Preferred candidates will possess a Bachelor’s Degree in Biology or related field, as well as open water scuba certification.  Years of experience will be strongly considered in lieu of a Degree. Salary range is $30,000 to $35,000 and is commensurate with experience. **
Hiring is contingent upon submission of a resume to General Curator Colette Adams at cadams@gpz.org, successful completion of an interview and background check, drug screen, TB test, and physical. Put SENIOR AQUARIST POSITION in the subject line of the resume submission. All applications must be submitted via email by February 10, 2012. 
The Gladys Porter Zoo is an Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer.
* This area has a tropical climate and is about 30 miles away from South Padre Island. The zoo participates in a binational program for the conservation of the endangered Kemp’s ridley sea turtle.
** Cost of living in Brownsville is lower than in most parts of the U.S. 
